LEONARDO DA VINCI
1452-1519
THE story of Leonardo da Vinci is the story of
an illegitimate child who climbed to a place among
the greatest men of all time. In him more than in any
other were united the creative power of the artist and
the inquiring mind of the scientist. At the height of
his career he topped the painters and sculptors of his
day and made profoundly important contributions
as mathematician, military engineer, civil engineer,
geographer, astronomer, anatomist, botanist, and
chemist In spite of this almost fabulous record of
versatility and genius, he died lamenting "that he had
offended God and man" because he had not labored in
art as he should have done
His Racial Inheritance. His story, like most life-
histories, begins long before his birth. His father and
mother were both natives of Tuscany in Italy, a
province which 2,300 years earlier had been the home
of the Etruscan people, noted for their excellence in the
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